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criticized in as much as a mayor generally only holds office for one
year and usually has no legal or judicial experience; but it does
not appear that the arrangement has proved unsatisfactory in the
Survey Area.
The magistrates have both judicial and administrative functions.1
Broadly speaking, all criminal cases must begin before them sitting
in a court of petty sessions. They are also empowered to deal finally
with non-indictable offences, save in certain cases where the accused
elects to be tried by jury; in the case of indictable offences they must
either dismiss the case or commit the accused for trial by jury at
quarter sessions or assizes, save for certain cases which, with the
consent of the accused, they may decide to deal with summarily.2
The civil cases which come before them are restricted to affiliation
and matrimonial cases, the recovery of income-tax, rates, and other
moneys owed to local authorities, certain small debts owed to private
persons, and cases of ejectment from property of an annual value of
less than £20. The work of the juvenile court will be dealt with
below. In addition the justices are responsible for issuing warrants
and granting summonses.
The most important administrative duties of the magistrates con-
sist in serving on probation committees and on the panel of visiting
justices for H.M. prison in Oxford,3 visiting mental institutions
under the Mental [Deficiency Act, and granting licences to public
houses4 and other places of entertainment. They also give consent
for minors to marry in certain circumstances, they attest documents
for various purposes, and have jurisdiction over apprentices. In
performing these duties the justices do not sit as a court but as an
administrative body, although this is sometimes obscured by the
circumstance that in some cases the wrhole bench of magistrates will
act in this capacity and that in reaching their decision they may
receive the evidence of witnesses and hear legal arguments. For
example, in the county petty sessional divisions the 'licensing justices*
for granting liquor licences are normally the whole bench of magis-
trates, and their decisions are subject to the "confirming authority' of
quarter sessions acting through a committee. This is also true of the
borough of Abingdon, whose confirming authority is at Reading.
1 A relic of their executive character is to be found in their duty to make proclama-
tion under the Riot Act, 1714, popularly called 'reading the Riot Act'.
* See also p. 272 below.	3 See p. 263 below.
4 In this connexion they have the important duty of making the grant of a licence
conditional on such money payment as may secure for the public the extra value which
the premises derive from the licence, the so-called 'monopoly value*. Such payments
are collected by HJvl. Commissioners of Excise and paid to tiue Exchequer.

